Testing the waters: Chinese scientists visit area to learn about Mississippi River
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Eric Ratcliff, assistant field station director of the Illinois Natural History Survey's Great Rivers Field Station, assists Duan Xinbin, Xiaoming Sun and Lou Weili, researchers and scientists visiting from China, as they identify species of fish on the Mississippi River.
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Erin Morris, AAIC, Inc. site observer, explains to a group of visiting scientists from China how the National Great Rivers Research and Education Center Field Station (under construction near the Alton Lock and Dam 26) is designed to assist in river research and education.
ALTON — A delegation of four Chinese scientists is in the area through Friday to learn more about research being conducted at the National Great Rivers Research and Education Center.

The visitors, who all conduct research on the Yangtze River system, are in the area to see exactly how the Long Term Resource Monitoring Program operates, observe data collection, and to hopefully participate in a practicum to learn these techniques.

For most of these scientists, it’s a first visit to the U.S.

"Before we came here, we saw the Columbia River basin," said researcher Duan Xinbin of the Yangtze River Fisheries Institute in Jinzhou City, using an interpreter. "We can see similarities between the river basins as well as differences. The methodology here seems to be more quantitative than ours, and we hope to try something similar as early as next fall."

This scientific exchange began last year when Dr. John Chick of Great Rivers Research and Education Center and the Illinois Natural History Survey, and Rip Sparks, Great Rivers’ director, visited China…

Great Rivers Research and Education Center is a partnership among Lewis and Clark Community College, the University of Illinois, and the Illinois Natural History Survey.

"When we were there, we meet a number of scientists involved with water quality and fisheries along the Yangtze River," Chick said. "The reason why we’re doing this exchange is the hope of setting up a network of great rivers being studied in a similar fashion so we can have comparable data. We might then be able to make a great leap in our understanding."

Within this overarching goal, each member of the group has come to observe slightly different areas and techniques relating to that scientist’s own field of study.

"I am here to learn about new concepts of river management, especially fish passage through dams," said chemist Chen Shuisong of the Yangtze Valley water Environment monitoring Center in Wuhan, using an interpreter. "China has many dams but no facilities that allow for fish passage. I want to see how fish are given safe refuge from human disturbances and can live in harmony with nature."

As part of this exchange, both teams of scientists hope to have a greater understanding of the Asian carp habitat. This species is on the decline in the Yangtze River while it has become an invasive problem in the Illinois River that threatens this area’s game fish.

During their stay, the group has also had the opportunity to speak with educators at LCCC about environmental awareness.

"We have noticed that there is a very strong awareness in this country starting in children," Xinbin said. "This has been really revealing to us. We have some environmental education in grade schools, but we need to increase it based on what we have seen here."

Hosted by the US Geological Survey Upper Midwest Sciences Center and the Nature Conservancy’s Great River Partnership, the Chinese scientists feel honored to have been chosen to meet other scientist in their profession and establish global research synergies.

To cap off their week in the area, the researchers will attend Great Rivers Research and Education Center’s conference, "Visions of a Sustainable Mississippi River," in Collinsville and on LCCC’s campus scheduled from Aug. 10 until 13. They will have the chance to meet with policy makers, including invited guest Gov. Pat Quinn.[image: image3.wmf]
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